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To the Right Honourable 


Sir Rostzrr TicnzorNn 
LORD MAYOR, 


And the Right Worſhipful _ . 
The ALDER MEN of the 
City of LO NDON. 


| 


Honourable and Honoured, 

IS323>S% Her I badreceived your Order for the Prin- 
SV £5) [8 ting of this Sermon, I procured the beſs 
[D Copy I could, by which and the beſt we- 


W&\ AY [8 mory I had of what 1 delivered, I have en- 
SISPEDS deavorred to preſent it to your view; not 
without a little addition to ſome heads , which then-E 
could not enlarge. | | 
_ Thereſt of this addreſſe My Lord and Geatlemen, 
is not to complement and flatter you, but earneſtly yes 
humbly to beſeech you that you would (as Mordecat ſaid 
to Helter) ſeriouſly and ſtudiouſly conſider, wherefore 
God heth brought you to this high eſtate, hear the place 
and (as the Prophet ſaid: of the rod): him that beth 
appointed 


43. 
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ined it ; Bepleaſed to Know and account that th 

Fig: yaur duty in. your Place is the greato op: 
avtde-of For place's whereas oft jt will be ſaid has 
your Placer honoured you, but you honoured not yout 

* Indeed 'tis the faſhion of this World to ſeek gread 
things for themſelves, 'tis their devotion to. ſacrifice to 
their own ##t6,. 11h anibition' (9'Lv{45t ; they are 
pa uf > 7. 16 br wan the. Celights tid Delitacies 
of this Tife,whith the heavetily'St. John calls the luſt of 
the eye, the luſt of the fleſh andthe pride of life ; 'Tisall 
but luſt, and the luſt of che World, which World 
and trend logo he) paſleth away : and which 
the WiſeSbleomon on ſud ard dear bought experience, 
calls vanity of vanities ani wexation of ſpirit ; yet after 
all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek, But ſaith our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, it ſha! zot be ſo with you, 
Jon are not your own,and therfore ſhell not ſeek your own, 
but are Chriſt's; and therefore ſeek the Ming/ of Chrift, 
and endrauonr t0 doe great things for God :- 0h be not 
led away with the ereor and example of this World's 
admirers, to.be fond of 2 poor avd vaiſerable becauſe but 
temporary and periſhing greatneſs, 'Tis a meer Pageant 
which is but aſhew, and a ſhew that paſſeth away, as you 


know. 
Twas David's preiſe, 4nd twill be yours if you tread 
whit fleps, that be forved wot oxely bis generation; but 
the will of God in his generation, or his genera- 
tion. according to the will of God ; Conſider there 
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work, walking wantby of. Gad. to: dibubelba 
— Ion pronto) 
pleaſe, none tofere bud Ged 4, thiofermanty 
of Men, aud you muſt not be the ſervants of Sinz, onely 
ſanttifie the Lord in your hearts, love him, ſerve him, let 
him be your fear, and your dread; Fear todiſpleaſe the 
God you love, and loveto pleaſe the God you fear ; 
left you be found('which God forbid) among them that 
bad a nameto live, but werg dead; that had Ree 
feſſors of Chriſt, but pra®itioners for ſelfe, and>jox t 
World. ; ; 

If the World frown and 4ccuſe you for non-confor- 
—_ it be _ a ſmall "bing (as it was tothe good 
as well. as great Appltle) ta be judged by mans day, 

ſeeing your judgement is with the Lord 3; and give me 

leave to tell you, let the World look as big and as ſowre as 
it can, you may ſafely and honourably avow it 3 that the 
beſt way to pleaſe all, or diſpleaſe any with leaft dan- 
ger, is to pleaſe him who is all in all. 

Remember withall that you wa one day give an ac- 
count of your Stewardſhip, to the great God of Heaven 
and Earth, who will not judge according to appearance, 
but he ( ſearching hearts ) will judge righteous judge- 
ment,and give to every man according to his works: Now 
I wiſh with my ſoul, that you may doe ſo well in this 
your day, as that in that great and terrible day of the 
Lord , you may hear the joyful ſound , of Well done 

ood and faithful ſervants, enter ys into your mg- 
ers Joy. 

I ſhall add no mores bus my defore t0-God for a bleſſyug 
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ou this Sermon, that 4s your ears by what you beard, 
ſo your eges by what you ſee, may affet? your beart to 
hve, for that is, to give th 


for that give thanks to God in high 
efate, who rewembred us in our low eſtate. FOR 
80 prayer, 
Right Honourable 
\\ * © And | 
_ Right Worſhipful, 
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Mzercies MEmokiat: 
OR, in | ils V6 
Iſraels thankfull remembrance of God in 


their high eſtate; for his mercifull remembring 


of them in their low eſtate; 


\ \ 


From 
| P$sAL. 136.23, 
Who remembred ns iu our low eſtate; for bis 
mercy endureth for ever. | | 


@ Or the compleating of the ſenſe , you 
© V2 are toreade it thus, 0 give-thanks nntg 
AS” the Lord , who remembred. us, jr: our low 
KS eſtate > for bis mercy endureth for ever, 
STISce | preſume it cannot (I am ſure it 
ought not to) be ſaid of us this day , as. it was faid 
of themin 4&s 19. ver.3Z2. Some therefore cried, one 
thing, and ſome another 3 for the aſſembly was confuſed, 
and the. more'part knew not wherefore they were come 10- 
gether, Who is ſuch-.a ſtranger in this oar Engliſb'1/- 
rael, as not to have heard of the Gunpowder Treaſon? 
js thereeither Popiſh, enemy, or Proteſtant friend, 
that. knows, not what a juſt, Right, ;apdlawfull. Ticle 
the fifth of Nevender hath, a9 this Obſeryatio! "a 
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Solemnity ? If David would not have his ſoul for- 
get all, that is, not any of all the benefits of God : 
much leſs ſuch as have a remark upon them for be- 
ing fignall and tranſcendent. If Perſonall mercics 
deſervetheir memoriall , ſurely Nationall mercies 
deſervea memorable celebration, 

Of this then I may ſay as in the twelfth of Exod. 
ver. 42. only turning night into day, and 7/rae/ into 
England, It is a day much to be obſerved unto the Lord, 
for bringing thens ont of the Land of Egypt >, this is that 
day of the Lord to be obſerved of all the children of Eng- 
land in their generations, But not to Preface away 
any more of your time in a caſe ſocleer as this is 
not only known by us, but acknowledged by our 
enemies; weneednotask, Is there ay cauſe? for 
they themſelves have confeſt the cauſe: 

This Pſatm may be intitled as the 38 Plalm is, 
A Pſalm to call to remembrance , only with this diffe- 
rence, that that Pſalm calls mifery, and this Palm 
calls mercy to remembrancez which is fo mychthe 
fweeter toberemembred. | 1 25mg 

It was penned on an occaſion, and toanendike 
this,for which weare met this day to make a thank- 
full acknowledgment, and a pious commemoration 
of the mercies of God to the States of the Com-< 
mon-wealth , the Veſſel in which allour Intereſts 
were imbarqued. Ler us then give 1hanks 10 the Lord, 
who remembred us in our low eftate, for his mercy endy- 
reth for ever. Bo 

Inthe words (which mayhzve for Title, Mercies 
MemoriaMl) you have thefe three generall parts: 

Firſt, Herets their remembring, andan ackcow- 

ledgment 
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ledgment of Gods remembring them , who rewem. 
bred us in our ew eſtate, Wherein you may obſerve, 

1. The Mercy it (ſelf in this vord, rewembred. 

2. The Author of this mercy, in this word, who; 
who is this who? the Lord in the firſt Verſe, the 
God of Geals in the ſecond Verſe, the Lord of Lords 
in the third Verſe, who remembred us. 

3. You have the Objects of this A&, or the Re« 
ceivers of this mercy, in this word ws 3 who re- 
membred xs. 

4- You have the Seaſon of this mercy, or the 
time when this God thus remembred this People; 
and that was, #» their low eſtate; who remembred us 
in our low eſtate, 

Secondly, You have an account here of the true 
Reaſon and Originall of this Mercy ; and that is in 
theſe words, for his mercy endareth for ever, There is 
no reaſon to be given for Grace, but Graces there is 
no reaſon to be given for Mercy, but Mercy 3 who 
remembred us, for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Thirdly, You have a Duty inferred hereupon 
and thar is that which (as T told you before) is torun 
in common toevery Verſe, 0 give thanks unto the 
Lord, who remembred us in our low eſtate; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

Froni this Analyſis, or Reſolution of the words, 
| you have theſe four obſervable Propoſitions : 

7. That Gods 1/rae/, Gods own People, a People 
that areneareſt and deareſt tohhiw, may yet bein a 
low. eſtate ; ws 3 our low eſtate. Tx 

2. God remembers his People in their low eſtate 
( quoties premebamur, as one _ it) as often asever 

2 we 
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we were low; God remembred us when ever our 
eſtate was low, or whatever our low eſtate was 3 
God remembred us in our low eſtate 3 who remen- 
bred us1n our low eſtate. 

3.- The Reaſon why God remembers his People 
in their low eſtate, is, becauſe his mercy endureth 
for ever; heremembred us in our low eſtate, for bis 
mercy endureth for ever. 

- 4+ Gods remembring- his People in their low 
eſtate, lays an obligation upon them to givethanks 
tothe Lords O give thanks unto the Lord, who re« 
membred us in our low eſtate; for his mercy endu- 
reth for ever. 

The two firſt of theſe will take up the Dodrinall 
'Diſcourle ; the third of theſe will be the Demon- 
{tration of the Diſcourſe z; and the laſt, the Appli- 
cation of the whole. Then we ſhall ſay, 0 give thanks 
wnto the Lord, when we have proved that be remem- 
breth us in our low eſtate,and that becauſe his mercy en= 
aureth for ever, | 

This then 1s the Method which I ſhall obſerve : 

Firſt, I ball open and explain the terms, that 
we may underſtand this Truth, 

Secondly, Prove the truth of the Propoſition, 
that we may believe it. And 
Thirdly, Apply it, that we may improve it,which 
is the mercy of all our mercies. 

For theexplanation of the Contents here, I ſhall 
:propound only two-Queſtions, | 

1; When may a Peoplebe ſaid to be ix « low eſtate? 
2, What it is for God to remember his People in 
their low eſtate? 

Firſt 


_ 
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Firſt, When may a People be faid tobeina low 
eſtate? Somereade it, when we were dejeiFed and caſt 
dewn ; as if he had ſaid , when we were faithle(s 
through fearz when we were ſo overwhelmed, that 
we knew not what to do; when we. were hopeleſs, 
and leaſt of all lookt for help, then God remembred 
us, and the things we feared came not upon us; 
God being mercitull tous above all that we could 
ask or think. But I did not (or ſhall) handle it in 
this ſenſe; only let me ſay, that Gods People are 
ſometimes in this low eſtate, low in faith, low in hope, 

and yet God remembers them ; ſogreat is his good- 
neſs; and our thankfulneſs ſhould be the more. 

- But a People may be ſaid to be ina low eſtate, ei- 
ther 1. AQually ; or 2. Potentially, Firſt, 4&zelly; 
and that more generally when they are in afflition 
and miſery ; when Gay taſte the wormwood and 
the gall, as Jeremiah pathetically expreſſes it in his 
Lamentations; when they are in want , whenthey 
are lowin eſtate; or when, as 'tis ſaid in Pſal.i07.29. 
they are diminiſhed and (from an high degree, from 
a wealthy eſtate, they are) brought low, through op- 
preſſion, affliction and ſorrow 3 when a People are 
under all, or either of theſe, oppreiſion, affliction, 
or ſorrow, they'may be ſaid to be in alow eltare, 

But more eſpecially they are ſaid tobe low (with 
reference to the Text) when they are inthe Enemies 
hand ; that is, when they are in the Enemies power; 
as we may gather from the following Verle , who 
hath redeemed us from our enemies. ba biet, 

And you ſhall finde that this is reckoned tobe 
their low eſtate in 2 Chron. 28. 18.19. The Philiſtines 
B 3 alſo 
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alſo bad invaded the cities of the low conntrey , and of 
the ſomth of Judah, and had taken Bthſhemeſh, and A- 
jalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho, with the villages there- 
of , and Timmah with the villages thereof, Gimz,0 alſo 
with the villages thereof, and they dwelt there ;, for the 
Lord brought J#dah low, becauſe of 4haz King of 1f- 
reel, The Lord brought Judah low, and this was the 
lownelſs of their condition, that they were in the 
Enemies hands; their Enemies had dominion over 
them.,and took polleſſion of their Poſſeſſions, Thus 
you haveitalſoin Pſ/al,79.7,8. For they bave devou- 
red Jacob,and laid waſte his dwelling places, O remem- 
ber not againſt us former iniquities; let thy tender 
mercies ſpeedily prevent us, for we are brought very 
low. This was the lowneſs of their condition, that 
their Enemies had deyoured Jacob, and laid waſte 
his dwelling places. But this was not our caſe 
through mercy, this was not our low eſtate, Yet 

again therefore | 

Secondly, A People arefaid to be low potentially, 

when they are in the way to be low when they are 

deſigned and deſtmated to alow condition, by the 

craft and cunning malice of wicked men, who (wo 

anto them) dig deep to hidetheir counſe]l from the 

Lord, and whoſe works are in thedark, /ayi»g, who 

fees us? and who knows us? whoſit in the lurking 

places, fecretly to murder the innocent 3 whoſe eyes 

are privily fet againſt the poor, who lie in wait ſe- 

etetly as a Lion 1n his den to catch the poot; as if 
there were no help ih their God, and he were-not 

abfe to deliver them out of their hand 4 vhbur they plot 

and tefiyn a people to an eftate as low as death;and _ 

tn1s 
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this account we are ſaid tobe ſlain, though bur ape 
pointed to be flajn. In Roms. B. 36; as it 1s written, 
for thy ſake we are killed all the day long, we are accoun- 
ted as ſbeep for the langhter, In this weare low, when 
we areaccounted as theep for the ſlaughter; fothar 
though a People are not aFually in their Enemies pa+ 
wer, though they are not aFually in mifery, atfli. 
Qion, and forrow, yet they are ſaid to be low when 
they might have been {o, had not God prevented ; 
to be killed all the day long, when they areappoin. 
ted to it 3 for thy ſake are we killed all the day long, be- 
ing appointed as (heep for the flaughterzand this was our 
low eſtate out of which God delivered us, as we 
remember this day, we were accounted as ſheep for 
the ſlaughter, we were killed all the day long in our 
Enemjes account. And this ſhall briefly ſuffice for 
the ſtate wherein they were, and we were; he re- 
membred us in our low eſtate. 

Secondly, What is implied in this, that God re- 
membredthem in their low eſtatezthe word is a preg- 
nant word, it bears twins thrice told,” its big, of 
a ſixth fold ſenſe, as ſo many degrees of mercy 
m it, 

1. Toreimember, (ignifies to think upon, is - 
tlon to C_—_ } oboe the word is rendr "7 

0-14. faith Joſeph tothe Butler, think on'me; in the 
Hebrew 'tis remember me; yet ver. 23. the Butler did 
not remember Joſeph, but torgat him z #hat is, did 
not think 6n tim. So its uſed alſo in.Gez.$.1. And 
God remembred Noah, and every living thing, 'Te 
might have been thought, that when the Ark 


floating on theface of the waters, and an we 
or 
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for an hundred and fifty days, that God had forgot- 
ten Noab and every living thing : but faith the Text 
God rewembred Noah, God did not forget Noah, God 
thought on Noah and in this ſenſe God remembred 
us inour low eftate, God had us in his thoughts, he 
had not forgot ns; ; which is #0. ſmall mercy not to be 
forgotten of God ; we may dwell in'mans thoughts 
and not bethe better for it, but we cannot be in 
Gods remembring thoughts but we ſhall be the better 
for it, Therefore 
2+ Toremeimber (as the ſecond degree of the mer- 
cy) fignifies to take. notice of a thing, in oppoſition 
toneglet; ſoit is uſed in Exod, 20. ver. 8, Remember 
to keep holy the Sabbath day, take notice, that. is, 
neglect-it not, remember to keep holy the Sabbath 
day 3- fo God remembred us in our low eſtate 3 how ? 
why he did not barely think upon us, but he did ob- 
ſerve and take notice of us, and conſidered what 
our caſe was. But X 
34 It ſignifies (as the third degree of mercy). to.ley 
to heart, to pity and compaſſionate perſons in ſuct 
a caſe z what amlT the better for any bodies thinking 
of me, if he do not take notice of me, ſo as to pity 
mein my low. eſtate? ſoGod doth, as in Jer. 31.20. 
4s Ephraim; my. dear ſon, /'is he a pleaſant childe? 
for fince [ſpake againſt him, 7 do earneſtly remember 
-bim ſtill; or, as the Hebrew readsit, remembring 
|Iwill remember him 5 therefore my bowels are trou- 
[bled for him, .7 all ſurely have wercy.upor him, faith 
-the-Lord 3:thisearmelt remembragce was the earneſt 
\of themeroy:; \Butagun, ; '4.o7; 1297 P71. oaks A 
- 1114. 'Toremember,; 1ignihes yet mare ( 45 the fourth | 
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degree of mercy) to be well pleaſed with a perſon in 
ſuch a caſe, to accept of a perſon in ſuchacaſe z ſo 
the word is uſed in Pal. 20. 3. The Lord remember 
all thy Offerings , and accept-thy burnt Sacrifice z 
remember, thatis, accept; why now thus God re- 
membred us in our low eſtate 3 we were acceptable 
tohim, and well pleaſing in his eye at that time, 
when by our Enemies we were appointed as ſheep 
for the {laughter ; ſo you may lee it in AFs 10.ver.g. 
And when Cornelius looked: on the Angel, he was 
afraid, and ſaid, What is it Lord ? and he ſaid unto 
him, Thy prayers and thinealms are come up for 4 
z1emoriall before God 3 that is, they are as a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour, asa ſacrifice well pleaſing to God. 
Thus did the Lord remember us; that is, he accep- 
ted of us, he took pleaſure in us, in our low eſtate. 
But again, 

s. To remember, ſignifies (as the fifth degree of mer- 
c9\ to hear, and to grant a requeſt 4 itis uſed 
1 Same. 1. 19,20. And they roſe up in the morning 
early, and worſhipped before the Lord, and retur- 
ned, and came to their houſe, to Ramab, and El- 
hanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembred 
ber ; wherefore it came to paſs, when the time was 
comeabour, after Hannah had conceived , that ſhe 
bare a ſon, and called his name Samnel, ſaying, Be- 
cauſeT have asked him of the Lord, God remembred 
Hannah; and the next word is, he gave her what ſhe 
asked. So here God remembred us; how? what 
only think of us, or takenotice of us? or did he lay 
it to heart, and piry and compaſhonate us, and was 
well pleaſed with us? no, a only ſo; but God _ 
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hearand grant the deſires and prayers of his people 3 
thus God remembred us. But again, 

6. To remember, ſignifies ( as the ſixth degree of 
mercy) to help and ſuccour, or to redeem and deli- 
ver oth that which we were appointed to, from the 
low eſtate; and lo it is in Gal. 2.10, Only they would 
that we ſhould remember the poor, the ſame which 
I alſo was forward to do; remembring of the poor 
is not barely a thought, but a relieving thought 5 
therefore ſaith he i= the fallowing werſe, who hath re- 
deemed us from our enemies; this was the remem- 
brance of God, redemption from enemies. When 
Paul was, if not forgotten , yet forſaken ofall,then God 
remembred him, and ſtood by him ſo that though 
ſentence of death were patled , yet God delivered 
fram ſogreat a death. Now then you ſee what it is 
tor God to remember a-people in their low eftates it is 
to think per thers, 1n oppolition to forgetfulneſs ; 
it is to take notice of them, 1n oppoſition to negle& 
it is to lay their caſe and eſtate to beart, to pity and 
compa[ſzonate them, and to be well pleaſed with them, 
10 hear and to grant their requeſts, to help and ſuccouv, 
ko redeem and deliver them from tbe hand of their Fne- 
mAFES. 

But now for the proof of this point, that this is a 
truth, That God remembers, and thus remembers his 
people in theirlow eſtate; there are ſome truths ſo 
cleer, that the naming of them is ſufficient evidence 
for them 3 as they ſay of ſome errors,they are ſopal- 
pable and my , that to repeat them, is to refute 
them : ſo ſome truths are ſo cleer, that but to name 
them, 1s to cleer them, eſpecially when it is ſuch a 

: truth 
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truth as experience muſt ſpeak to, as here itisz who 
remembred ns in onr low eſtate. 

And indeed to which of the Saints ſhall we turn ? 
who can ſay of all the Sons of Jac9b, that God hath 
forgotten Tom ? did not God remember Joſephin his 
low eſtate? did not God remember Iſrael in their low 
eſtate? and did not God remember David in his low 
| eſtate? Nay, to ſpeak of all at once, did not God 
remember Chriſt ia his low eſtate 2 and this day 
| ſpeaks for us, that God hath remembred us in our. 
low eſtate, 

And indeed my beloved, we may take up that 
Song, and ſing it, in the 224 Plalm , If it had not 
been the Lord, who was on oxr ſide, now may England 
| fay, If it had not been the Lord, who was on our ſide 
when men roſe up againſt us , then they had ſwallowed 
us up quick, when their wrath was kindled againſt 
us, then the waters had overwhelined us, the ſtream 
had gone over our Soul, then the proud waters had 
gone over our ſoul ; Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
| not given us asa prey totheir teeth z our ſoul is eſoa- 
| ped as abird out of the ſnare of the fowlers ; the 
| {nare is broken and we are eſcaped 3 onr help is in the 

Name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth, 

. This may weſay, thus may we ing, Is it not ſo ? 
is there a contradiftion to be made againſt this 
truth 2 Nay, my beloved, the caſe was this, that if 
God had not been on our fide, we had been ſwal- 
lowed up quick; and our not being ſo, ſhews God 
on our (ide, that God remembred us in our low 
eſtate, 

I ſhall therefore proceed - the third thing, which 

2 2 


is, 


Mercies Memoraall. 


is, the reaſon why God remembreth his people in 
their low eſtate; that is, as in the Text, for bis mer- 
cy endures for ever; he harps only on this ſtring, he 
reckons up a long Catalogue of many merciesz and 
the reaſon of all theſe is mercy , only mercy 5 the 
reaſon of one is the reaſon of all, as 7 told you before, 
there is no reaſon for mercy, but mercy; no reaſon 
for grace, but grace; who is graciousz why 2 be- 
cauſe he will, and to whom he will be gracious; ſo 
that you ſee that mercy in Cod, is all the reaſon of mer- 
cy from God to man in his low eſtate; it 1s not mans me- 
rit, but Gods mercy 3 it is »ot mans due, but Gods 
gift ; it is -ot mans demand (nor was it in this caſe 
mans defire) but Gods grant 3 who many times an- 
ſwers before they call,and when they are yet ſpeak- 
ing, he is hearing; it was mot mans meaſure, but 
Gods allowance; it was not after the manner of 
men, who uſe to go over where the ſtile is low; this was 
not becauſe man could make God a requitall , but 
becauſe God would act like himſelf; it was ot Gods 
profit , but mans neceſſity; it was ot that God 
needed man, bxt man needed God ; therefore grace 
ſtill is as free after it is received, as it was before it was 
given; it was not deſerved, and cannot be requited; 
God therefore gave, as looking for nothing again ; 
that is, nothing that can requite it 5 and you ſhall 
have for this a double witneſs, God ſpeaks it , ard 
Saints {peak it, that God ſhews not mercy to man 
becauſe man pleaſeth him, but becauſe mercy plea- 


ſeth him 3 indeed one end that God hath in ſhewing 
mercy, is, that man ſhould pleaſe him 3 but that is 
not the main motive; forin truth to put mans will 
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before Gods, is ſuch an hyſteron proteron, that (if I 
may uſe ſo homely an expreſſion in ſo ſolemn a 
ms) I ſay it is to put the cart before the horſe. You 
ſball finde God _ Ezek. 36. 21,22,23. Butl 
had pity = my holy Name, which the houſe of Iſrael 
had profaned among the Heathen , whither they 
went. Therefore ſay unto the Houſe of 1rae!, Thus 
faith the Lord God , 7 do not this for your ſakes, O 
houſe of Iſrael, bat for mine holy names ſake, which 
ye have profaned among the Heathen, whither ye 
went; And I will ſandtihe »zy great Name, which was 
rofaned among the Heathen, which ye have pro- 
Kned in the midſt cf them, and the Heathen ſhall 
know that Iam the Lord, ſaith the Lord God, when 
I ſhall be ſanRified in you before their eyes. It is a 
ſulſom DoGrine to fleſh and blood , to think it muſt be 
beholding for all to grace; ſhame and confuſion be- 
longs to man, mercy belongs to God 3 man makes 
work for ſhameand for ſorrow 3 God works mercy 
as never obliged toit, but for his holy Names fake ; 
and Jeremiah mn his Lamentations makes this acknow= 
ledgement, and ſoconfirms the witneſs of God in 
Lam. .21,22. This I recall to my minde, therefore 
have Ihopes it is of the Lords mercies that weare 
not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. It it 
be of the Lords mercies that we are not conſumed 
and brought to utter deſolation, ſxrely thex that we 
are remembred and delivered 7s for xo other reaſon, 
but be cauſe his compaſſions fail not , but his mercy 
endureth for ever, Thus I have given you the Do- 
&rinall part,with what brevity I could; I come now 

to the Application, 
C 3 Firſt 
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Firſt then, it will afford us an information. 

Secondly, Some exhortations, 

; The mario is this: 

Doth God remember his people in their low e- 
ſtate? O happy (how vaphy) are they then that are 
the People of this God ! that have the Lord for their 
God; it is not every man in generall that is thus re- 
membred : no, God hath his peculiars, for whom he 
hath his peculiar favours; indeed his mercy is over 
all his works ; he is good, and dothgood to all, but 
there is a ſpecialty to the houſhold of faith z and God 
that doth command us to do good to all, but eſpe- 
cially to the houſhold of faith, he doth but command 
us that which he patterns us; therefore David makes 
bis Prayer inPſal.105.4,5. Remember me, O Lord, 
with the favoxr that thou beareſt unto thy people 3 O 
viſit me with thy ſalvation, that I may ſee the good of 
thy choſen, 'that I may rejoyce in the gladneſs of thy 
Natios, that I may glory. with thive inheritance 3 O 
Lord favour me with the favours, &c. The good of 
Gods choſen is a choice good and ſo he goes on, O re- 
member me with the favours wherewith thou res 
membreſt thy peop/e. It is an expreſſion in 7/al.146.5, 
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. Why the God of 
Jacob? becauſe God , though he be every bodies 
God, and God of the whole Earth , yet he is Jacobs 
God in a more peculiar manner ; he is the God of all 
the World, by the opening of his hands, and filling 
them with ſuch bleſſings; and he is Jacobs God by 0- 
pering his heart, and filling him with thoſe bleſſings ; 
and ſo far as heart is above hand , ſo far are heart- 
metrcies 
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mercies above hand-mercies, and ſo far are Gods pea- 
ple more happy then other people. David hath a faying 
in P/al.144. ver.ult. Happy are the people that are in 
ſuchacaſe; yea, happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord. Happy is that people whoſe God is the Lord 3 
there were perſons named before, whos were ſo vain 
as to ſay, happy were the people that were in ſuch 
a caſe, viz, that had their Barns full, and their Ta- 
bles full, and their Purſes full in the World : I but 
faith David, Happy is the people that hath the Lord for 
their God 3 if a man had all the World, and had not 
the Lord for his God, he is lefs happy then he that 
hath the Lord for his God, and not at all of the 
World. God alwaies remembers his, either to deli- 
ver them from evil, or to turn their evil into good; ei- 
ther to ſupply them with the things they want, or 
to let them know that it is good for them that they 
ſhould want it, Ay beloved, methinks this ſhould 
engage all of you to look after having God for your 
God; it isa commendation that paſleth among you, 
when you ſee young men entring oa the ſtage of 
the World, you ſay he is like to de well, for he 
minds the main chance, hetakes care to look aſter his 
Shop and his Trade, and you fay ſuch a one is like 
tothrive. If ever you mean to thrive, to go from 
a low toan high eſtate, from a poor toa richeftate, 
from a miſerable to an happy condition, look after 
this, the having God for your God, what is God to 
you if he be not your God ? Tolle menm & tolle Denn, 
aShe ſaid; 'tis cold comfort to me while I live, and 
when I die, that there is a God, but (alas !) not = 
O 


God. Youſce then that nothing concerns you 
much 
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much as this; way izdeed , to ſpeak as properly as 
poſitively, nothing but this, this is your only inte- 
reſt, andihis only, O what an ingagement ſhould 
this be to every perſon living, to go to the Father 
by the Son? for this is the main chance, the one thing 
neceſſary, that ye might have a portion with the Son 
and the Father. - Beloved, who would not live in 
Gods thoughts > who would not have God to take 
notice of them? who would not have God to lay 
their cauſe to heart,to pity and compaſſionate them? 
who would not have God to be well pleaſed with 
them ? who would not have God to hear and grant 
their requeſts > who would not have God to help 
and ſuccour them; to redeem and deliver them? 0 
who would not be the Lords people? it is the ſumme of 
all the Covenant, I will make with them a new Co- 
venant, 1wil/ be their God, and they ſhall be my people; 
O what a ſad caſearethey in, that come not under 
the new Covenant | whatever good we have from 
communion, it flows from union; a//that comes ſa- 
vingly to us, it all comes from this, that God is our God; 
therefore I beſeech you to minde this more. look 
after an intereſt in God. O what will you do in your 
low eſtateelſe? in your evil daies elſe? when death 
and fickneſs ſhall bring you low, what will you do 
if God be not your God ? if you havenota God to 
think of you, a God to take notice of you, a God 
tolayto heart, and to pity and compaſſionate you, 
and a God to grant your requeſts, and todeliver 
and redeem you, what will you do? O therefore I 
beſeech you to look after this, to have G2d for your 
God; for they, they only are happy , and they are 


thrice 
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thrice happy, yea tergz quatergq; beati, altogether 
alwaies, L440 —_ happy, who have the Lord for 
their God : But for the exhortations, and that thus. 
Firſt, Doth God remember his people in their 
low eſtate? let us truſt God then, when we meet with 
futwreſtraits 5 our God is a God that, we ſhall need 
for ever; and why do not we record the years of 
the right- hand of the moſt high ? and the wonde,- 
ful things that God hath wrought for us, io ages 
paſt ? that the God that hath been our belp, may 
our hope. Ate any of you in a low condition? do 
any of you that are the Lords people fear, you may 
be brought low, in any condition whatſoever # 0 re- 
member this, God remembers his People in their low 
eſtate, and heretoſore-mercies are grounds 10 look, for 
bereafier-mercies 3 mercies palt aregrounds tolook 
for mercies to come, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 1.1c. 
who delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth 
deliver, in whom we truſt, that he will yet deliver us. 
O my beloved, read over your EXPETIENCES, look over 
Gods dealings with you, and remember how God 
dealtwith you in ſuch and ſuch amtl the other low 
eſtatez and then raiſe up your hopes, ſurely that 
God that did, the ſame God will remember me in 
my low eſtate. Why ? for bis mercy endureth fer ever. 
Gods ſtock is not ſpent, his riches are unſearchable, 
there is no fathoming of his goodnefſe. If David 
thought the experience of others a good ground to build 
his hope and expeFation upon, as he pleads it,Plal. 22. 
5. Our fathers truſted in,thee, they truſted 'an 
thou did(t deliver thems, they cryed unto thee and 
were delivered, they truſted in thee and were not 
D confoun- 
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confounded. Ach more his own experience,as Ne urs 
geth it, v.9,1©,1t» thou art he that cook me out of the 
wormb, thou did{t make me hope when Fung on 
my mothers breſts; I was caſt upon thee from the 
womb, thou wert my God from my mothers belly; 
and be adds as if he bad ſaid, therefore, be not far 
from me now trouble ( mew trouble ) is near; 
and this was ſo fuccefleful; that before the Palm is 
ended he praifeth and calls on others to praiſe God 3 
for ſaith he v. 24. God hath not deſpiſed norabhor- 
redthe affliQion of the afftiged, but. when he eryed 
unto him he heard- | 
Secondly, Be like God; doth God remember his 
people in their low eftate ? be like God then, and re- 
member thew thas are in a low eftat2, Godlinefs what 
tit, but godlikenefs; what is 1t to o_ ,butto be 
like a God? the life of godlineſs is called im the Scriptave, 
the life of God, not 1inthis reſpeR only, that we have 
this life from God, or in-this, that we live this life to 
God,dutia this,tha8'tis ſuch a life ar God liver.God lives 
the life of Jove,and God lives the life of mercy ; and 
ſhall not wend be like God, to live a life of love, 
and a life of mercy, and good works? you may pleaſe 
to obſerve, that we cannot be in any thing faid to be 
more like God, then in this of mercy; his Name when 
it is proclaimed, what is it, but the Lord gracions and 
merciful; now when are we like God? but when 
— and merciful. When we are exhorted to 
pe 


r&&, asour heavenly father is Q, it is a& a+ 
other Evangeliſt hath @tobe — — heayen- 
ly father is merciful. And fo when _- Exod. 37. 
36. atked God toſbew him Mr g/ory, faith God, 1 "_ 
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cauſeall my goodneſs, that is my glory, that is m 
Name wherda I <P paſs delice les. | 4 
You haye been honourable, and why ſhould I 
not hope you will be honourable ſtill in good works? 
there are poor Children here before your eyes, that 
call upon you ſaying, Remember ns itronr low eſtate; 
there are many Hoſpitals that call for this, rexverwber 
xs in owr low eſtate. And mark | beſeech you what 
hath the name of pure Religion (and what hath the 
name; hath the nature of it) Jaw. 1. 27. Pure Reli- 
for, and undefiled before God, and the Father, # 
this, to vilit the fatherleſs and widows in their atfi- 
ion, 'and to keep himſelf wrſported from rhe World; 
this is the great ſpot ofthe World, that it is a cruel 
World, a World without bowels of pitie and com- 
paſſion 3 a World that remembers not them that are 
m a low eſtate : Mercy # tbe Charcher Grace, and the 
Cherchur Glory; and therefore 1 beſeech you that you 
will remember as occafioti offers, and when you are 
poing out of theſe doors, forget not theſe words, Re- 
member the poor. There is #0thing move nnbecdmemitre 
a people that have received mercy; then to be hard hear- 
ted; not to have Bowels of mercie, it is to put a blot 
on our own enjo? s, and to be wanting to that 
which we prochim with joy and treph this day. 
Oh love EO them that are in a = eltace, - 
membring that you your ſelves were ſometimes ow, 
ſuch welc Geof ot. Thow ſHalp(aith God, Deur. 
16. I9. Love the foes 


&s im the 
houſe of Egypt, 


rager for you were flrang 

- jevehutrper hehe ory Bxvd 
23, % Totthave had experience whate fad and dHY 
conſdblite Keatt atterids 1 lethiri —_ 
| 2 rother 


— 


20 


—_ 


Mercies Memoriall. 


brother of a-low degree rejoyce that he is exalted, 
Jam. 1.9. yet ſo as tocondiſcend to men-of. low-e- 
ſtate, Roy. 12. 16. we ſeldome forget God. of man in 
our high eſtate, but it may be ſaid, as Ezek. 46. 22, 
in all thine abomiaations thow haſt not remembred the 
daies of thy youth, whenthou waſt naked and bare, 
in a /ow eſtate. It was the brand that Galo lay under 
when the Kints were perſecued, that he cared nat 
for theſe things. - O it 13 a ſad brand « very black cha 
raFer when it may be ſaid of men that they do nor 
care for theſe things. But again, TE is 
Thirdly, Doth God remember his people.ia their 
low eſtate? Q then /et bis People remember bimingbeir 
high eſtate 5, he hath ſet you on high, O now remem- 
ber him in your high eſtate © 37 3s but equal, that if 
God remember us when we are low, that we ſhould 
remember God.when we are bighs To ſon againſt.the 
delyverances of God, and a God of deliverance teo, is dow- 
ble iniquity 5 and yet it is mans great vanity and un- 
heonial, that he is ſeldome more apt to furget God, 
at any time then then, wheahe hath moſt cauſe to 
remember him; when he hath mercy betare his eye, 
yetthen toforget a God 3 ſeethis,Deur. 32..45.. 0 
the rockthat begat thee thou art unmindſxl, and baſt for- 
gotten God that forwes thee.:. This was the fin of Jeſa- 
ruxe. hegrew fat, how? whyGod jfed him ot with, 
ſe fare, .n0t with brows breaa and water, but with 


daimtijes, he fed him with Butter of Kine, and Milk 
of Sheep, with fat of Lambs 'and Rams of the breed 
of Seſhon, 24) Goats,” aud with the fat of the Kid- 
neys:of Wheat, ;and-for hisdrjnk be had the pure 
blood of the. grape x «nd; what then 2 why then ie 
'4 _ cke 
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kicked, \_ and forſook t the Gd that.made hia1-G6d 
fed him, and ther 3 he for{ook-him."0:f#adge |: Otie 
would thi Ws hunk chat tex. be (hovld bave remoniberd 
hjm;'| wel he then foripok Babe lightly eſteemed 
therock of bis Salvation 3and ſo wo rar ex rg 
6. It is there laid to the charge tor rgker 
they jo vr and as theywereſfilled $ 
re exalied z! "therefore, they havo-forgdtret? mes 

$f Hhrer they forgotz, what PE 00d Nlted 
tht, ? no,but yet then they were exalted,and there= | 
fore they forgot God whofilled. barons with _ 
and their belljes with his hid treaſures » My 
you' "fee , Times of enjoyment, thoyeh moſt: area; 
arenſt dangerous tous; times of Clack.tho 
pleaſing to us;are too too often made byus If 
plexſing'o God, that thax. ſhould Ge ndes 'ofall 
dais, 1 is ſtrangg;, therefore, "we -haveanexbortation 
given us, Deut,.5. 40, 11,42. t#d itfhellbe whintbe 
Lord thy God ſhafl have brought thee into the Lared dich 
be ſware unto thy Jaipere, to Abraham, to Tfaac, and to 


feng. to —_ thee Feet and Cities, which thou 
wp 4 ful of all dies: which.thou- 
fillet t not,end wells digged,which thou:diggedſtnor; 


vintjards, and Olive trees, which thonplantedſtnot'y 
when thou ſhalt have eaten, and be full then beware 
left thou forget the Lord, which hrought theeforth oat 
of the Land of Egypt, from the houſe af bonda age; 
his '* not ſuch £1 time of danger & the ful 
Henceit was that holy Job was, jealous of his ctyldren 
leſt rg evil in a 4:0 lab JT_ at the time of fea.” 


(> I& curſeGod. Maa, feldont ttrks his' 
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obligations eyca before his eyes to keep him'cloſe to 


' God 5; © therefore remember this that wercier are 
| pow or we iro e to dur comfort, but they are 


m—_—_ or Gods glory. The Greeks 
are —_— $ to-ſet out riches by, theone 
xohcera, had, of things in pol: 6h, the 0« 
thes, Xaiperg,.. things uſed; or my $ improved-no 

x04674 they account [ware vhich isthings kg 
at 


| _— the # akes mercy « werey 
Gath God x drank 'us out of wrey a aorg of 

| —_ enemies, that we ſhoufd commit aboinihacion 3 

no, bug that weſhould ferve bio with holineſſe all 


(ar meh if 0}, What ch" weexpet, 


he ſbould take away our mercics from us 


 atnl remember us no _ O therefore take heed 


that we nr donor ( while ps are cating,and drinking 
.in remembrance 


)that you'do not forget 
lts-bue too —tnwmy thax cating ad drioki 
—— mens ftomachs as to ſpiredat thing king 
ve t mercies which are givers to laeds 
_— t018, that we might love bim tore,  and' ſerve 
him tht better, ſhould be fo abuſed by is as to love 
biox the lefs and ſerve him the worſe;that we ſhould 
take the corn and the wine and the oyle, the filver 
and gold which God gives'us, and prepare them for 
Real, a3 —_ + 2.9, and hey Ezek. 16,17--21, 
But, now yu have us to doe? you will ſay. 


Firſt, Take xotice not onely of the mercies of God, 


but of God i= the wercier3not only of thedeliverance, 


but ef Godin the deliver 
rr ya i 


a deliveranceis no- 
Gol in it 5 wer- 
cies 
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wee per inrvr (oave a when they ſavoe of # Sexionn'; © 
Y 
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y then aot only the wercy,: bur the God of: mer- 
Cy«\ This did Jacob when his brother #ſes a3ked'bim 
Whoſe are all theſe?why faith he,the Children that the 
Lar d hath graciouſly given thy ſervam,Get 33.5. mark 
It, not only children, or children. whic ' hath 
given, but children which God hath graciesfy gives. 
And fo 8amxel you find him, 1 Sew. 7; 13. not only 
taking notice of the mercy, but of God in the mer- 
cy, bitherto the Lord hath z to have the help 
without God, is to have help without a bleſſing ; 
and they that do not ſee God in it, they have but 
half-mercy, they have but the body of mercy zro raſt 
God init, and toenjoy God init, that is the mercy 
of the mercy. Sothat in Nawv. 23. v.23; Surely there 
is noinchantment againſt Jacob, neither is there any 
divination againſt 1jrae!z according to this time, it 
ſball be ſaid of Jecob, and of 1/ree!, what hath God - 
wrought 2 Jacob and 1/rae! ſhall nor fay, loe what is - 
wrought,but what hath God wroughs; tis the Lords - 
docing and. vherefore marvellous in our : 'we- 
ſhall notlook upon mercy as marvetlous and 
precious, unleſs we fee it is the Lords doing. God - 
remembred us ſaith David. But again, | 
Secondly, Do not onely take notice: of God:ia - 


mercy, but as Daviddoth here, keep cata of the 

mercies of God, Gods merciesare not'to pactten; - 
ou will remember the kindneites of your friend, atl ' 
is favours and tokensz you will keep Books - 

of account wherejn all yous debes fltait been ; 


that they may be and forgot= 
ten ? Memory is a. {lippery thing, and a + 
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Jemgo.quickly z; therefore did Godcommand 17ee! 


tomriteddown their deliverances; thejihed ot ovely'a 
7 OOO alt +a table for $alvatidver alſg 5 


(that \is- written will abide, 1ters' Joe 
zeaact. 5. and: xocords brings that 't0 "nine whit 


_ glfe! would nov be: thougho upon'by !i9;"'as' Mor: 
| Ags0i;N2 
Book 


$remembred by Abafnerws. God hath a 
remembrance written for what you do, a»d 
will r0t.yeu beve «Book, of retwembranice written for 


_ Whiphc dorh. God hath-irupon record, you have 


notagivd t, but/God'writes it down ; you 
ſhed noth year; but God burtles it ups you make not 
a prayer, - but God puts it in his Book of remem- 
brance 3 naw: ſhall God do ſo for you (aot that God 
batharweak memory, but it is foryour-conſolation ) 
and wilt not you'write down his mercies? You 
know. you-dare not truſt your memories for your 
. debters, or yourdebts 5 0-»xy beloved, will you com- 
mitevery- thing to Book but Gods dealings? -you 
can by-your Book: tel] how much fuch a cne owes 
you,. and thatſuch a one is ſo much-in'yourdebt, 
ſuch:a trmeſomuch, and fuch a:time ſg much ; but 
cat you doeſoby Gods dealings to you, that ſuch a 
time, ſuch a dehveratice, aud ſuch a time, ſuch a 
nnarkiblemercy? Ohleta Book of remembrance 
be writteni..''\But again, 
-:1F tuxdly;Ley to heart the mercy of Ged. lf it be writ- 
ten. ima book;and nor in:the heart, it will have but 
; 4 and therefore 'tis commanded in 


-Scripeute:Deur: 4: 9.T4k berd 16 #hj ſelf and ke! 
the  dile e how the things which oben 
ezer bavefeex 5 and (mark this) leaſt they depart from 


thine 


a. A at _ _- 
hte 


thine heart; as if he had ſaid let not thine beart forgets, © 


as if the beſt memorie —_ the heart; therefore 

ſaith he, let not thy heart forget; the ſenſe of mercy is 

the beſt memory. 1 and beloved let me tell yau this, 

mercy then works ſweetly,when it works hnn—_ 3 when 

it doth not onely affect the eye and the ear, but the 

heart. Moreover, you will not beable to give glory 

to God, it you Jay not mercies to heart, Mal. 2, v. 2. 

If ye will not hear, and ye will not lay it to heart, to give 

glory unto my Name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, | will even 

ſend a curſe upon you, and | will curſe your bleſ(- 

ſings ;yea,l have curſed them already,becauſe you do 

not lay it to heart ; all elſe will benothing, it you do 

not lay it to heartz you cannot give glory to God. 

But again, 

 Fousthly, Give thanks unto the Lord, who remem- 

bred us in our low eſtate, this the very Text calls 

upon us for 3 and let the redeemed of the Lord ſay 

and do ſo, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of 
the enemy, Pal. 107. 2. You may pleaſe to obſerve 

that in Scripture God hath theſe three Titles, - the 

Hope of Iſrael, the Saviour of Iſrael, and the Glory of 1ſ- 

rael: pray who was your Hope? was not God ? who 

was your Saviour 5 was not God? pray then who 
(ball be your Glory ? (hall not God? If we havehad 

our mercies from God, {hall not God. have our 
thanks? The ſtreames in this World, the rivers of 
Water do all pay their tribute to the Fountairiz they 
come ſom the Sea, and thither they go again': All the 
world teacheth us to be true tributaries to:Godsdoth 
not all come from God, > by the ſame reaſon, all 
ought togo to him; — the Text, of whom; and 


fo 


ru *... 
. 
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to whom arc allthinggde fafs,all isoft him,and de jure, 
all ought to be tohim, 

Firlt thee, Let me beſcech you to cive him the 
the calves of yenr lips; let your glory awake, and give 
glory to God; the tongue of man is called his gloryz 


10y heart is glad, and my glory rejuyceth, ſaith Da- 


wid, P/al. 15.9, And faith the Apoltle 47; 2. 25, my 


heart is glad,and my tongue 1« joyceihs thar which 
- David calls glory, Peter (from the Septuagint.) calls 


tongue, So tn many places, the tongue of man 1s 
called bis glory, and wherein? innothing but in glo- 
rifying God 3 inany thing «le, it is his ſhame, but 
in this that it ſpeaks to the praiſc of God, 'tis the glo- 
ry of man, if man at any timefſay to God, open iy 
lips, my mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe ; and this 
is required from us in Heb.13. 15, By him therefore 
let ws offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that 
15, the fruit of our lips,giving thanks to his Name 3 God 
doth not think the fruits of our lips ſmall things, Why 
haſt chm a tongue, but to ſpeak to the praiſe of 
God ? why haſt thou lips, but to give fruit ro God? 
And then, 

Secondly, Give thawks to God by the fruit of you lives; 
the calves of your lips if they go alone. are poor pe- 


- riſhing calves 3 thawks living is the beſt thanksgiving 


that can be; therefore you ſhall find in Heb. 13. 19:46. 
By him therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſeto 
God continually, that is, the fruit of eur lips, giving 


thanks tohis Name; and is that all ? is that eneugh £ 


Oh xo, But todoe and to communicate, for 
not for with ſuch facrifices God'is well pleaſed; #5 
ach 40 ſay, the fruit ofthe lips, without my" 
0 
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of the hand, and ofthe life, it is nothing, Pray re- 
member it this day, and for ever; bereiz ſaith Chriſt 
* my father glorified, when you bring forth much frait; a 
little fruit ſervesnot to giveglory to God; herein is 
my farther glorified, when you bring forth much 
fruitz a lile is as none, my tather is om when 
you bring forth much. And fo Phil. 1. 11. Be ye 
fled with the fruits of righteouſneſſe which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt «zto the glory and praiſe of God ;, obſerve it, not 
onely righttou[neſs, and fruit of righteouſneſs ; but 
Fruits of righteouſneſs, and filled with them tooz ſo 
that you lee it is nota little that will doe it. 

Pray remember this,that your good works may ſo 
ſhine before men,that you that doe them, may glori 
fie God alſo 3 by your lips he hath but ſingle, but by your 
works be hath double glory ;, for you that doe hem 
glorifie God, and they that ſee them done will glo- 
rifte God ; O therefor give a glorious example. But 
let me add a few things more, I befeech you, that 
your obedience may be qualified towards God, as 
your mercy hath beer qualified from God towards 
youz how that is, I will tell you prefeatly; onely this 
of the preſent mercy. 

It wasa preventing mercy; to be prevemed with the 
bleſſrmg of goods the greateſt kind of mercy:deliverance 
from evil, is good ; but tobe delivered fo, asnot to 
be in evi!,zs much more good. Who will n>treckon 
it a greater me1cy alwaies to be m health, then tobe 
delivered from ſickneſs ? though both are mercies, 
in this merc —_ not a CES av 
have; this 15-not like peace, the jo a r 
a ſorrowful mother; this is not like health after aPe- 

E 2 ſtilence 3 


25 
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. Mergies: Memorial, 
ſtilencez but this prevents all theſcz fo much the 
greater. mercy 7 it took away no good from wit brought 
#0.cyil upox wr;and how great was this mercy 2? If this 
mercy had not been, for ought that I know, many of 
us had not had a being; or clſe which is worſe, a 
being not worth the having. | 

But now to the qualifications of your obedience, 
The fisſt qualification of your mercy was this,it was 
free mercy, it came not upon conſtraint, it was not 
forc't, nor wreſted out of the hands of God ; freely 
you have received, freely give z God loves to give 
cheerfully, and the ſame God loves a cheerful giver, 

Secondly, Your mercy was accordivg to your own 
heart, every way grateful and acceptable to you; ler 
your obedience be ſo to Gody, be like David men af 
ter Gods own heary. 

Thirdly, It was feaſonable merey , it was Mm our 
law eſtate, it was when yau knew not what to-doe z 
for you knew not the danger you were in : So let 
your obedience be ſeaſanable, then 'ris beautiful. 

Fourthly, It was a ſignal mercy digits Dei bic, the 
_ of God was here, the enemy being judge z-lig, 
nal mercies call for ſignal obedience z therefore be 
you ſure to doe fome ſingular and fignal things for 
Gad, to return tothe Lord accordivg tothe benefits 
received, Oh ſay, What ? i hot anſwerable thing hall 
| return the Lord for all his benefits 4 But again, 

Fifthly, It is 4 continued mercy; we enjoy our mer- 
cies from that mercy to this days it is not one mercy, 
and not more , but a chain of many not the mercy 
of a day, ora year, but the mercy © _ : wel then, 
let us be continual in obedience, let us be Chriſtians, 
| not 
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may now ſay, hath he ſaved us,he is the God of all our 
Aracin and his mercy endureth for ever; Let us 
then multiply obed:cnce, and be alwaies aboundi 
1n the work of the Lord; Shall mercies encreaſe,an 
obedience decreaſe? God forbid- | 
Take a few provokipg conſiderations, and 1 have 
done. I might draw conſiderations fron the Author 
of the mercy, God; a God that was offended 'by us, 
a God that needed us nor, and a God. that gainesno- 
thing by us z and yet this God remembred us in our 
low eltatezthat ſhould engage us. I might alſo draw 
obligations from the 0bjedFs, and that is ws that were 
notonly an uadeſerving,but an H-deferving;and are 
not a ſnt*able returning People. I might draw Ar- 
guments from the mercy, that God remembred as in all 
the ſenſes fpoken of beforez and I might drawargu- 
ments from the ſeaſon, in our low eſtate, and from the 
excellency of the duty of thanksgiving, 'tis a comely 
things It makes us like the Angels whoſe whole em- 
ployment and liturgy is to give and live praiſe to 
God, And from this alſo I might enlarge the diſcove- 


ries of the obligation, that his mercy endureth for ever; 


But onely take theſe four Arguments. , 

1. It #s dangerous [inning after mercy received 5; and 
the greater the mercy, the more danger in the fin- 
ning the greater the —_ bath been, the ay 

'3 the 


3o 


' Meraves Memortall. 


the danger of firing witt be : God was angry with 
$8/00n that he turned His heart from the Lord God 
of Iſrael 5 1 but what was it that heightned this £ why 
it was this, that God had appeared to him twice, So 
{zich £zr2, ſhall we again fin after ſuch a mercy as 
this? ſn 2 delfverance as this ? What could we then 
expet but that God ſhould be angry with us till he 
had conſumed ns, and there ſhould be no remaant 
noreſcaping ? Fzr4.9. 14. O ſinno more, leaſt a 
worſe thing come anto us, God knows how to fetch 
all his pentiyworths out of us; he hath Plagues yet 


* ſeaentimes more in ſtore; ifhe give them vent, Woe 


to us. See Judges ro. 11, 14, And the Lord faid unto 
the Children of Iſrael, did ot 7 deliver you from the 
Egyptians, ard from the Aniorites, from the Chil- 
dren of Atmmon,'atd fram the Philiſtins 2 yet ye have 
forſaken me,and ſerved other Gods; Wherefore I will 
deliver you mv more : go and cry unto the gods which 
you havechoſen, let them. ſave you in the time of 
your tribulation; O this, th; 35 a/#d caſe, I will de- 
hver you-no more. If we forſake God, and forges 
God after ſuth remarkable Salvation , Jet me tell 
you that we incur this, that God ſhould fay, I will 
deliver you no more. . 

2. Of Mercies,unleſs we make this anſwerable re- 
tern to'God, our mercies are not compleat; our mer- 
eicsare lofty a compleating : a mercy 1s never com- 
pleat tous till we have returned the glory of it to: 
God; mercievare not perfet mercies, till praiſes are 
perfett praiſes: See that in the 4o Plalim and the be- 
ginning. Mark the ſteps of the mercy.(1 Jac inclin'd, 
('v) He heard ney ry (3) He brought me up out of an hor» 


reble pi out of the miery clay. (4) Set my feet on a rock. 


(2) He 


pmm—_— 


io 


(5, Eſtabliſht my going; and 6, Asthecrown of all, 
He put anew ſong into my mouth, Prajſe unto our God. 
The mexcy was pot compleat, though he was ſetgn 
a Rock, one would think paſt danger ; 39, that is not 


# 


enough that he was (et upon a Rock, or that he was: 


brought up out of an horrible pit, and-out of the 
Miery clay, and bad his goings eſtablifhed 3 but there 
# this to make it up compieat, he hath put anew ſang 
into my mouth,even Praiſe togur God, 0 my belp» 
ved, may it not be feared that you and [ have man 
imperfect mercie? Why # becauſe our returns _— 
inperfeft, we do not ling the new Song, with ſuch 
life and vigour as we ought todoe. O let. us then 
lovk about usz our merczes are not perfef} of com» 
pleat till we make an anſwerable returg to God for 
mercies received. | 

3, Remember this,this is all you can ds for God, and 
this is leſs then God hath done for you : you arent; 
leſs then the leaſt of mercies only befoxe you have 
them as to watter of merit, but leſle then the leaſt of 
mercies after yon have received then 2# reſpe of re» 
farms; You Can never give God cnough, your beſt is 
too bad; and your All is too little 3 when you have 
done all, you are unprofitable ſervants, becaulſeyou 
have done but what was pourduty to doe; for man 
is bound to ſerve God with the utmoſt of his Squl 
and ſtrengths bis oil is Gods dues Man anvit thengtgre 
be an unprofitable ſervant bat 0 then byav EI 
is man that doth ot doe his duty at all ! O-gydxloved 
let usdo all that we can; for when we.hagedapeall, 
it is 00.0:0xe butwhat we ought, we give God but 


his own; Yet again, 


4. Remember this, jf cþis be not done, this dey is 


mn 
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i v4in, and this day is Joſt} ſhall we beloved reward 
evil to our dwn ſouls; and turn dur holy daies and 
holy duties into ifiquity, the, day is loſt, it is 
 Saith God concerning the Falts, 7s rhis the faft 

at [have choſen, fora man to hang down his head 
for a day 2 No, no, this is not it. may God fay, 
is this the Feaſt which T have choſend. What onely to 
make a pompous ſhow, and have a Sermon to ſerve 
for _— is this it * Do you think beloved, that God 
cares for mans Complements? What is.it togive God 
a parcel of good words, and a parcel of bad works ? 
hat is it in words to confeſs him, and in works to 
deny him? "What is this? Is this the way of Pra'ſe ? 
No, it is Hypocriſie, and the way to undoe all that 
wedoe, I will but borrow the expreffion of the 
\ Pfalmiſt, and ſo conclude,Pſal. 50.16. But waro the 
Wicked farth God,what haſt thow to age to decare mine 
Ordinances, thar thou fhouldeſt take my Covenant 
imthy mouth ? what Wicked ? and yet declare my 
Statutes ! What wicked ? and take my Covenant ! 
What haft thqttro doe ? ah what haſt thou to doe ? 
Conſider this ye that forget God, left hetearyou'in 


* 


preces, and there benone todeliver you. ' ©. 

' But now if ye offer praiſe by a right ordered Con- 
verſaion, het then? why.then faith God, Know afſſu- 
redſy that be who offereth praiſe honovreth me, and to 
him that orderith bir Cortyerſatibn aright will I ſhow the 
$ alvation of God, Oh then beſctechyou in the bowels 
hee Jem aeyor tetider the honour of God and 

you. 


Sal ' that yourhus give tharks to the 
Lord who remwvb ſor ts 186 bow oft, for Way 


- 


endureth, for ever. 7 WM. IM, , . 
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